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frojmjthe King, bidding Richelieu forthwith to rejoin
the Queen-mother and resume his position as her
adviser, He did not need to be twice bidden; on
March 7, 1619, the messenger of good tidings arrived
at Avignon; on the following day, though the
weather was of unusual severity, the ground covered
with snow, the roads almost Impassable, and the
country infested by lawless marauders, Richelieu
started to rejoin Mary de' Medici, After nineteen
days of hardship, he met the Queen-mother at An-
gouleme. His political life was resumed, and was
to continue with ever-increasing success and glory.

It was thought that Richelieu's eagerness for a
return to favour would make him a prudent counsel-
lor, and this expectation was not disappointed. But,
in fact, neither the Queen-mother nor her followers
were in ferny condition to resist the royal army, and
Richelieu wisely advised her to make terms, Luines
was quite ready to grant her anything but a rcsttora*
tion to power, and, accordingly, she received the
government of Anjou, and her followers were re-
warded in proportion to their ability to be trouble.
some.

The statesman who was to incur the bitterest
enmity of Mary de* Medici was now her chosen
adviser; his counsels were judicious, and probably
she could have had no better, though he never for-
got the prospect of his own advancement in the
policy which he dictated to the Queen, It is not
important to trace the complications that were con-
stantly arising between the King and the Queen-
mother. Once or twice she went.so far as to.taken, with an amiable letterule had been andorder wastter theore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
